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An upper-level degree is a prized asset in the eyes of many employers, and nonfaculty careers

once considered Plan B are now preferred by the majority of science degree holders. Melanie

Sinche profiles science PhDs across a wide range of disciplines who share proven strategies for

landing a rewarding occupation inside or outside the university.
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As a former graduate student and now postdoc, I found this book to be an extremely helpful guide to

understanding and making the most of a doctoral career path. Timely, well-written, and data-heavy,

I would highly recommend Next Gen PhD to anyone thinking deeply about Ph.D. careers (those

contemplating graduate school, current graduate students, postdocs, faculty, administrators, and

policy makers). The author has spent years of focused research on doctoral careers and counseled

hundreds of graduate students and postdocs. This experience comes through in the book as a

balanced, realistic, and ultimately forward looking guide to fulfillment in a complex and often

misunderstood career environment. A must read.
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